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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS 
OF HIS MAJESTY’S TREASURY. 



The Tenth Report of the Commissioners appointed 
by His Majesty to inquire into the establishment of the 
Department of Excise, and into the Management and 
Collection of the Excise Revenue in all its branches, 
throughout the United Kingdom. 



MALT DUTY, IRELAND. 



My Lords, 

We had intended to postpone making a Report on the Malt Duty, until we 
should have submitted to your Lordships our observations upon the Duties on 
British Spirits. We also had intended to include in our Report a review of all 
the circumstances connected with the JMalt Duty in each part of the United 
Kingdom. But the evidence, which has been given before us upon the collection 
of this duty in Ireland, shews that the revenue is so extensively defrauded by 
both entered and unentered maltsters ; and the representations which have been 
made to us by several of the most i-espectable persons in the trade of the neces- 
sity of passing a law to protect the fair dealer are so urgent, that we consider 
it our duty to call your Lordships’ immediate .attention to the subject, so far as 
Ireland is in question. 

We cannot, as it appeal’s to us, lay before your Lordships the information 
which is necessary to convey a correct view of the state of the case in a more 
satisfactory manner, than by inserting the following extracts from the examinations 
of the witnesses whom we have examined. 

William Plunkett, Esq., Deputy Chairman of the Board of Excise. 

What is your opinion as to the collection of malt duty in regard to Ireland generally.'’ — -I 
believe that the malt duty is ev§,ded to a considerable extent both in licensed malt-holises and 
unlicensed malt-houses ; but chiefly in the former. 

Do you think it is carried on to such an extent as to call for any extraordinary measures ? — 
Yes : 1 think, too, that the collection of the duty is capable of being improved very much. 

Mr. D. Logie, Surveying-General-Examiner of Excise. 

Have you had any opportunities of hearing how the malt duties are collected in Ireland ? — 
There is great evasion of duty. 

It has been stated that in some parts of Ireland it is universally evaded — that almost every 
farmer makes malt privately ? — I believe it is too true in many parts of Ireland, and some of 
the respectable maltsters have discontinued working. 

As far as I can hear, the farmers who make malt now for the maltsters do not finish it ; the}’’ 
work it to a certain state of vegetation at the time it is to receive the allowance of one-half the 
bulk — that will allow of a great increase ; it never vegetates so far as that, and they introduce 
it into the maltsters’ floors at the period when it is about going to the kiln ; it is mixed with his 
grain, and passes off as his malt : in the illicit distilling districts they make it altogether. 

Mr. George Pape, Collector of Excise, Dublin. 

Is the practice of illicit malting in any way general throughout Ireland? — It is carried on 
to the greatest extent in those districts which produce barley. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



4 



TENTH REPORT OF THE 



[Malt, 



Mr. Norman Ashe, Collector of Excise, Galway. 

Is there much illicit malting in your collection ? — A great deal. • 

Is that by licensed maltsters or unentered makers? — I think the licensed maltsters are enabled 
to smuggle a large quantity, in consequence of the opportunities they have of wetting corn out 
of the malt-house, and then carrying it in when the grain is entitled to have 3rf. and half 
allowance, and mixing it with the malt ; and when the distilleries are at work I have no doubt 
malt is carj-iod into the market under the cover of its being grain, and sold regularly to the 
<listillcr, and my reason for saying this is, that a very respectable maltster, whom I knew to be 
in the habit of selling large quantities of malt, told me he could not sell any malt since the 
altei’ation in the malting laws, in consequence of every pei-son in the country making malt and 
selling to distillers; he told me so at an exchequer trial I was attending. 

Do the farmers make it in the country? — Some of them do, in consequence of the permit- 
system being removed; they have no apprehension of making it, and carrying it into the dis- 
tillers ; hitherto there was an account kept of the dry stock, and no quantity could be removed 
without a permit. 

Mr. Thos. Gill, Collector of Excise, Drogheda. 

Have you reason to think there is much malt made by unlicensed makers ? — Yes, a great 
deal ; as a proof of that I was given to understand that the other day malt could be purchased 
in the neighbourhood of Drogheda at 24s. or 25s. per barrel, at the same time that the barley 
cost 14s. ad. ; and in Drogheda a gentleman of the name of Macaw worked two houses, and 
within the last fifteen months he has stopped working tlrem. 

What caused him to stop his work ? — He could purchase malt so much cheajjer than he 
could make it. 

Mr. W. Kilpatrick, Collector of Excise, Dundalk. 

Do you consider the duties on malt well collected? — Certainly not. 

Does the evasion take place principally by the licensed maltsters or by the unentered ? — 
Both. 

What are the facilities they have for evading the duty so generally ? — ^There is no check 
on the dry stock of malt of the licensed maltster. I have known maltsters have private malt- 
houses in the country, and as soon as it got dry bring it and put it into the malt-store ; then 
they can send it out without any danger of its being detected ; there is no certificate or 
peimit required. 

Mr. John Ryan, Collector of Excise, Londonderry. 

Is there much private malting ? — Yes ; by the people of the country. 

Arthur Guinness, Esq. 

^\ ill you have the goodness to acquaint the Commissioners with your opinion of the state 
of the malt laws, and the collection of the duties? — I am of opinion that the laws relating 
to the Excise upon malt are extremely defective, and that, consequently, we cannot expect 
the malt duty to be well collected, the fact being that the only check on the maltster consists 
in the inspection of the Excise officers. An Act of Parliament was passed about the year 
1805, under which, for two or three and twenty years, the malt duty was, I believe, the best 
collected Excise duty in Ireland; and I think the Commissioners of Revenue Inquiry some 
years ago bore testimony to its efficiency. In proof of the extent of smuggling, take a barrel 
of barley in the country, suppose at Carlow, at the present price; there is 12s., the duty 
10s. 4d., the carriage up, weighing and delivery, about Is. 8d., the expense of making a 
barrel of malt is supposed to be 3s. — where is the maltster’s profit when that malt sells in 
Dublin, as it now does, at 1?. 3s. to U. 4s. 6d. per barrel? 

The continuance of this state of things must drive the fair trader out of the business ? — 
To prove this, I would allude to the fact that Mr. Alexander, who had long been one of the 
most extensive maltsters in Ireland, has suspended his trade on his own account, and is now 
working his malt-houses on commission for my firm. 

John Alexander, Esq., Maltster, Carlow. 

Up to the year 1827, when the law was altered in assimilation to the English law, I carried 
on a prosperous trade ; since that the checks have been taken off, and the malt, the moment 
it came off the kiln, the Excise officers had no further check or control over it, and that has 
caused a complete system of smuggling in the country. If I u'as to pay one-half of the duty 
I should lose by my trade. 

What were those chocks ? — ^The stock on the quantity of malt made, and permits from the 
maker to the factor, and from the factor to the consumer. 

Is the law in Ireland the same as the law in England ? — Yes ; we were assimilated, in 
1827, to the English law'; but a better law never was than we were under for years for 
securing the whole of the revenue ; for, during the time I was a maltster, each year 1 gave in 
the surplus quantity of malt, upon which I paid duty more than I was charged with — some- 
times 500 or 1,000 barrels. 

Then the frauds are committed by the licensed maltsters ? — Yes, and others too ; tliere are 
many barns in the county of Carlow, where they make malt, and afterwards put it into the 
licensed houses. 
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So that the licensed maltsters are participators in the frauds ? — Yes. 

What is the price of malt now in Dublin ?— Malt can be bought at from 18 j to 20s and 
22s. a barrel. 

What ought the price to be, suppose the duty was paid ?— I could not make any profit 
—unless 1 got 28s. it would hardly pay me. 

Then, in point of fact, there is on the face of that statement a very extensive practice of 
smuggling in Ireland ? — Certainly, it is ruinous to the fair trader. 

It is the same duty in both countries ?— Yes ; we pay 10a. 4A, and our barrel is halt a 
quarter. 

Was the change m the law made in consequence of any application from the Irish 
maltsters 7—No, not at all ; it was in order to assimilate the law ; I was in London at the 
time, and I had a conversation with Mr. Gouibnm, and I told him what would happen 
exactly ; — that the honest traders could not carry on the trade witliout there was a cheek from 
the maltster to the factor, and from the factor to the consumer. 

Was the change recommended by any of the principal officers of Excise in Ireland ’ 
—I believe not _; it entirely originated Irorn the maltsters here, and a wish to assimilate 
;^e_ two countries: there was no' wish on the part of the maltsters in Ireland, or the 
Excise officers m Ireland, to have the law altered ; on the reverse, they said it would lead 
to a great deal of smuggling. I said to Mr. Goulburn, our’s is a perfect law ; no man who 
makes malt for sale can smuggle ; he cannot get it a market without running such a 
risk he would uot attempt it. I said, you had better assimilate your law, which is a bad 
one, to our’s. 



Mr. Edward Croker, Mr. John Foltrell, and Mr. Fraiwis Codd, a Deputation of Malt 
Factors, Dublin. 

You are malt factors? — Mr. Croker. We are. 

During the four months’ credit, maltsters can send out the malt; but if the Crown find 
where it is sold, and the duty is not paid, they can follow it. It is in our power to prove that 
a very considerab e portion of the malt now made in Ireland is smuggled, and never pays one 
iarthiiig duty. _ AU the principal maltsters have given up ; Mr. Guinness, who was one of the 
first maltsters in the kingdom, and Mr. Alexander, have given up. Tlie mode in which the 
country people make the malt is, that they steep it in their cabins, and throw it out on their 
cabin-floors, and then send it to a mill to dry. It was proved that no man who paid duty on 
malt could possibly compete with them, inasmuch as he would be 5s. out of pocket by every 
barrel of malt he made. ^ J J 

{To Mr. Codd.) Prom your experience you are able to say that if the present system 
continues the revenue on malt will be lost altogether ?— Yes, that it will be totally lost; and 
J will shew how the law will operate still more injuriously than it has done. I saw a brewer 
purchase a quantity of malt at 19^. a barrel. Look at Mr. Guinness’s house, or Beamish and 
Craw ord s house, who are not smugglers, or purchasers of smuggled malt; they, and other 
equally respectable houses, are making tlieir poi-ter of malt, many shillings per barrel dearer 
than other people pay. If Beamish and Crawford, ivho pay thirty or forty thousand a-year to 
tne Crown, choose to make it known that they will buy of any persons who sell to them the 
duty on their consumption will be lost; and they will be driven to that, if there is not an altera- 
deU ei ■ ^ ^ ^ ^ memorial we sent to the Treasury, which I beg to 

In what part of the country is the illicit malting by the unlicensed maltster carried on ? 

1 think m We.xford, Carlow, Louth, and Wicklow, ^'eiy extensively. 

Mr . Fottrell . — To a considerable extent about Roscrea. 

Has it been long established ? — Mr. Codd. It has been increasing every year since the 
passing of the present law. ^ ^ 

In what year was that 1 — About four years ago. 

You think there is reason to attiibute'it mainly to the alterations of that law I think so 

V? spreading into other pai-ts.?~Yes ; I think it is increasing ei^cry day, and 

that it will increase. j 

Mr. G-oier.-We are conscious that a great deal of malt we sell has not paid the duty, and 
we do not hke to sell it, but we cannot help ourselves ; we wish that the fair trader and the 
revenue should be protected. 

When did you first make representations to the Treasury upon the subject ?— When the Act 
was first passed, Mr. Dehany was solicitor here ; the malt factors expressed to him their fears 
subject, and he admitted the justice of them ; and just at that time Mr. Alexander, 
ot Milford, was m London, and he communicated with Mr. Goulburn, then Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. Mr. Goulburn requested him to put his objections to the law upon paper : he 
wrote our house on the subject as his Dublin correspondents, and we sent him an answer 
which was submitted to Mr. Goulburn. 1 was looking at that letter a few days a-^o, and f 
find that every prediction we then made has turned out to be correct; but Mr. Goulburn said 
tliey could not alter the law, that it was wished for by the people of England. 

Mr. W. Cairnes, Brewer and Maltster, Drogheda, and Mr. R. Demreux, Maltster.- 
Wexford. 

Is there much illicit distillation or malting going on in the neighbourhood of Drogheda? 

Mr. Lairnes. iSot immediately in the neighbourhood; but within ten miles illicit malting is 
going on to a great extent. * 
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How is it carried on? — In farm-houses; and I am satisfied also in the licensed malt- 
houses. 

I'hat is by the licensed maltsters ? — Yes. 

Do you think that the illicit trade is carried on to a great extent by the licensed maltsters? 

I have no doubt of it in their own houses, and also by their having connection with farmers 

and farm houses. 

In what way have they connection, and what use do they turn it to ? — I believe a great 
many farmers make malt on their own account, and have it carried to, and dried on country 
kilns, or sell it to maltsters, which the latter mix with their own stock ; and that many of the 
maltsters have private houses at work, from whence they convey the malt in process to be 
finished and dried in the licensed houses. 

Does this practice extend over a great line of county ? — I think it does, both in the coun- 
ties of Louth and Meath. 1 have been acquainted with the trade nearly thirty years, and I 
have always known a fair remunerating price for malt until within the last two or three years; 
since which smuggling has arrived at such a pitch as to be alike injurious to the revenue, to 
the fair trader, and to the morals and peace of the country. 

To Mr. Deve>-ciicc. — Is smuggling carried on to a great extent in the county of Wexford? — 
I suspect it is ; perhaps not, to the same e.xtent as in some other counties. 

. Have any licensed maltsters ceased to carry on business in consequence of smuggling ? — A 
great many. 

Mr. Cairnes . — In respect to myself, I manufactured a large quantity of malt the year before 
last; but the trade was so unproductive, that I had determined not to make any, except for 
my own use, as an ale brew'er requiring some of fine quality; but I subsequently made a 
contract with an ale brewer in Dublin, who could not get any prime malt at market, for a 
considerable quantity, at a price four or five shillings above the current rate at market. 

. Mr. Decereux. — I have three houses unoccuppied at present. I am working three. 

Do you mean to keep these three unoccupied which are so 1 — Yes, I do; we have contracts 
to send malt to England, and make some chiefly for that purpose. 

How many houses do you suppose have stopped in Wexford P — I do not know ; I dare say 
from twelve to fifteen in tlie town of Wexford : there are, I dare say, more in the country. 

Mr. Tkoman R. Cherry, Maltster, Waterford. 

Have you any thing to communicate upon the subject of the reflations for collecting the 
tiuties on malt?— I feel the effect of the system of illicit malting in the county of Wexford 
more than I do in Waterford. , » .vt 

Is that carried on very extensively there ?— It. is, especially m the neighbourhood ot JN ew 
Ross. I have expended a considerable sum in establishing a brewing concern there, and I 
feel it difficult to work it to advantage in consequence of the system. 

Is the illicit trade cari-ied on by licensed maltsters or by unlicensed ? — I consider a great 
deal of it, .in licensed malt-houses, and also a great deal by farmers generally through the 
country. 

Do you think illicit malting will extend if it is left alone ? — I am satisfied it will ; it is 
extending ; and the low price of barley affords an additional encouragement to farmers to 
convert their barley into malt instead of selling it. 

Mr. Patrick Meade, Maltster, Ardee. 



You are a maltster ?— rrl am ; at Ardee, in the county of Louth. 

Do you know there is a great deal of malt making without payment of duty ? — ^There is no 
doubt of that. 

Do. you find yourself undersold by the illicit maker ? — ^Yes, clearly; if we make a good 
article we are very badly paid for it, on account of the cheap malt which is selling ; if some 
persons can get an article cheap they will buy it. 

Extract from a letter of Messrs. Beamish and Crawford, dated 30th November, 1833, to 
T. C. Mairism, Esq. 

- Cork, 30^A November, 1833. 

In conformity with a communication from you at Dundee, on the 14th of this month, 
signifying the intention of the Commissioners of Excise Inquiry to be in Dublin during the 
fi?st week of December, and their desire to receive suggestions from ‘ the different trades 
‘ under the Excise laws,’ we beg to introduce to their notice Mr. Henry K. Feath, a 
gentleman highly and deservedly in our confidence for more than thirty years past, in that 
department of our malting concerns, which is more immediately the object of your^ investi- 
gation, and who, we trust, will lay before the Commissioners such a statement as will prove 
to them the absolute necessity of protecting the fair trader from the ruinous system of illicit 
malting, or of altogether abolishing the duty in this kingdom, which at best is, in a national 
point of view, of no annual importance, and will doubtless in a short period, und^ the 
present regulations, dwindle to an amount insufficient even for the stipends of the officers 
employed in its collection. He will explain that if not the first, we are at all events among 
the principal maltsters of the United Kingdom, frequently making over 25,000 quarters per 
annum within the precincts of the city of Cork, entirely for our own consumption, immediately 
under the cognizance of the Excise, and of course, even if we were so inclined, debarred from 
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the impunity of which others concerned in the trade avail themselves, at a greater distance 

from head-quarters, and which we regret to say they exercise to such an extent that, d not 

speedily remedied, must either end in our total rum, or m our shutting up our malting 
concerns and having recourse to the same individuals who now so largely supply the brewing 
trade in Dublin and elsewhere, upon terms that plainly indicate the total evasion ot all Excise 

^'^Mr Feath will explmn that malt has been currently sold in this city within these few days 
past as in Dublin, for from 21s. to 245. per barrel, and doubtless could be had even as low 
as 19s , whilst it cannot obviously be manufactured (good barley being about 15s. per barrel, 
together with malt duty of lOs. 4d. per barrel,) for less than from 26s. to 27s. per barrel, 
even under the most favourable circumstances. And we have no doubt that it is supphed 
cheaper in the country towns, as it is notorious that they pay hardly any duty at all, which is 
evinced by the brewer supplying his customers with beer at a rate that could scarcely be less 
were his manufacture, as it undoubtedly often is, the produce very nearly of raw corn alone. 

If the nialtsters generally paid the duty, it is obviously not of paramount import^ce to the 
fair trader that it should be abolished, and if the object be, as it ought to be, that the revenue 
should be justly collected in Ireland, from an experience of over forty years in trade, we are 
satisfied that it can only be effected by an accurate account and investigation of dry stock 
until it goes into consumption ; as, ever since that check has been abolished, smuggling has. 
increased to an extent that must ultimately and speedily annihilate the interest of the revenue . 
and of the honest man. 

Mr. Henry K . Feath. 

What is your opinion as to the extent to which frauds in malt are carried on ? — I think that 
during the last year they have more than doubled themselves to what they were the year 
before ; that I have known malt to be sold to a most respectable brewer, of a very good 
description, at 215., when the barley itself stood the maltster in 155.: that occurred last week. 

Do you conceive the practice of illicit malting is general through the country? — I think 
it is. 

How is it managed? — I should imagine the practice must be general, Irom the way in 
which they are enabled to dispose of the malt. Some of the officers have a very extensive 
ride, and cannot check all the traders ; and it is reported that they do not pay for one-third 
of the quantity that is put into steep — that is the general report, and that is borne out by the 
low price at which they sell the malt. 

Do you conceive that the principal smuggling is by licensed maltsters, or persons who have, 
no licence?— I think it is by licensed maltsters, leagued with others, such as farmers, wha 
have o-ood barns for making malt to a certain state, when it maybe conveyed into the 
licensecl maltster’s store, without much injuiy, and put in his kiln and dried according ta 
circumstances. . t i i ^ • 

Do you understand that the system of illegal dealing in malt is general throughout Ireland?- 

In the part of Ireland I am best acquainted with, which is the Cork district and the 

Mallow district, I think it is rapidly on the increase ; and I am led to believe so from the 
numerous applications made to me to buy this malt. I have had the principal management 
of their (Beamish and Crawford’s) malting concerns for nearly the last thirty years. T was 
offered 1,000 barrels of malt on Saturday last at 21s. 

What description of person offered you the malt — a regular licensed maltster ? — Yes; I, 
understand him to be a regular licensed maltster, not more than seven or eight miles from. 
Cork. He said 22s., and I said, would not 215., cash down, buy it; he replied, I shall say 
nothing until your return from Dublin, when I shall send you a sample. I had no idea of' 
buying it; it was merely for the sake of seeing what he would take. Beamish and Crawfordi 
are as° anxious to put down this practice of fraudulent dealing in malt as any men in Ireland. 
The plant and works they have at Cork, in their different concerns, have cost them front time 
to time a fourth of a million of money (so I have heard it said),; and if the illicit malting 
woes on to such an extent the next season as the present one, they must abandon the business, 
altogether, or buy on the best terms they can, like the Dublin and other brewers. They have 
paid very large duties to the Crown; one year they paid, during the war, I think, 73,000^ 
They never buy malt; they have six very large malting concerns that they keep constantly 
at work during the malting season. 

We- are of opinion that the perusal of the foregoing extracts cannot fail to con- 
vince your Lordships of the existence of the following facts : — 

1st. That illicit malting prevails, to an immense extent in Ireland, notwith- 
standing the constant efforts of the Excise to suppress it. 

2dly. That the annual revenue is much less in amount than it ought to be. 

3dly. That the entered maltsters cannot continue to carry on their business with 
profit, unless they have recourse to evasions of the duty ; and 

4thly. That the illicit practices noiv going on will rapidly spread over tlie whole 
of Ireland, unless the legislature interfere, and apply a proper remedy. 
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The following extracts, from the examinations of witnesses, explain the cause of 
those illicit practices, and suggest the remedy which should be applied. 

William Plunkett, 

Do you thinlc that it would be advisable to return to the old state of the law ? I think the 

revival of the stock account of dry malt, and the permit system, if added to the present mode 
of survey, is highly desirable. I do not set the least value upon the certificate; I think it 
would rather give facility to fraud. 

Mr. D. Logie. 

What, in your opinion, would be the means of checking so alarming a state of things as 
that? — I do not know that things can be worse. What has lod to the smuggling of malt in 
Ireland, is the giving up the system of survey and stock account of dry malt. 

You think the most efficient method of checking the practice would be the restoration of the 
former system ? — Yes. 

Might not the power of survey operate as a check without the account? — Any thinff short 
of the whole Irish system, 1 think, will fail. ° 

What is your opinion of the old Irish law', was not the duty tolerably well collecte<l under 
it ? — Exceedingly well; there is no question that it was the best law that could bo devised. 

And the duty w'as w'ell collected, notwithstanding the general difficulty in Ireland in col- 
lecting any duties of Excise ? — There is no doubt it was well collected. 

Would there be any practical inconvenience to having two systems of law in the two coun- 
tries? — No, I think not. 

What would you suggest as a remedy for the present alarming state of the duties on malt? 
— I would suggest a revival of the old Irish permit and stock system. We never lost sight of 
the malt till it was consumed in the mash-tun of the brewer or distiller — we could trace it 
through all its stages. 

If the duty on nialt was effectually secured in Ireland, are you of opinion that the revenue 
from it would be considerably increased ? — I have no doubt of it. 

Can you say in what proport.ion — one-fourth or one-half?— I should not be surprised if it 
increased one-fourth. 

Did the maltsters complain of the operation of the regulations under the old law in Ire- 
land ? — Oh, no ; they were quite content, all those that worked fairly. 

Did the officers find any difficulty in carrying the regulations into execution ? — Not at all. 

Then the law was not altered because of any faults belonging to it, but in order to carry the 
law of assimilation into effect ? — I believe that was the whole cause. 

Suppose now in this session, before the session closes, a short bill tvas passed simply to 
revive the Irish law as it stood before it was repealed, regarding the collection of the duty on 
malt, would there be any practical inconvenience in carrying it into effect, or would the malt- 
sters in Ireland complain of it ?— Between this and the 10th of October it could be done, if it 
did not take effect till then. 

That is, that it might be made to take effect from the 10th? — Yes. 

Without any inconvenience to the Excise department, or to the maltsters in Ireland? I 

should think not. 

W. K. Dehany, Esq., Solicitor to Excise. 



When \verc the Irish Acts for recovering the malt duties repealed ?— By the 7th & 8th 
Geo. IV. cap. 52. 

Do .you know what is the opinion of the Commissioners with regard to the present state of 
the malt duties in Ireland ? — Do you mean as to its being evaded? 

From the statements that have been made of the extents of fraud, I apprehend they 
are of opinion that the duty is evaded. 

Have you been consulted with a view to altering the law ? — I have had some conversations 
with Sir Francis Doyle upon the subject, and my opinion was asked as to what changes could 
be made in order to the better securing the revenue j and I recommend the re-enactment of the 
certificate system. 

You think that would be sufficient, as far as legislation goes ? — Yes, with having a sufficient 
foice of officers to seize on malt in transit, to seize on malt in private houses, and to enforce 
the regulation.? upon the entered maltsters. The permit system, as it was formerly in force in 
Ireland, might be more effectual, if the stocks of malt could be kept with accuracy; but 1 much 
doubt that they can be so kept, and under the permit system there was a very considerable 
evasion of duty, from, I believe, this difficulty of keeping the accurate account. 



Mr. George Pape, Collector of Excise, Dublin. 

You would suggest that there should be a separate state of law for Ireland from that for the 
other countries ? — -I think nothing short of that would do : if I had been in Ireland ivhen the 
the law was repealed, and had known as much as I do now, I should have felt it my duty to 
have made every objection to the repeal ; and I believe that is fbe opinion of all the regular fair 
maltsters. 

Mr. W. Kilpatrick, Collector of Excise, Dundalk. 

In what respect do you think the law should be changed? — I think there should be an 
account of it kept from the floor till it is permitted out from the kilns to the dry stock. 
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Ireland.] COMMISSIONERS OF EXCISE INQUIRY, 

That was the case formerly? — Yesj I think the former malt law was a complete cheek on 
fraud. • 

What is the difficulty of reviving that law?— I do not see any; I think the maltst^ who is 
inclined to work fairly would wish it himself. 

.Extract from a Letter of Mr. Alexander, dated 4th December, 1833. 

“■ Smuggling can never be effectually stopped, unless by stock and permit, as formerly, 
from maker, in every stage to the consximer.” 

Extracts from the Memorial to the Treasury, of the Maltsters in the Carlow District. 

“That about the year 1828 a new enactment came into operation, which completely change.d 
the whole system of carrying on the trade, which first went to do aw'ay the system of permit, 
and substitute in its stead a new regulation for the charging the duties and removal of malt 
by the trader ; and, although it may have been found to answer in England, is nevertheless, 
•in the humble opinion of your memorialists, totEilly unadapted to this country, and eminently 
calculated to introduce into the trade persons without either character or capital, who enter 
into no securities to the Excise, pay neither licence or duty, and yet, from the facilities afforded 
them in lonely and remote districts in the country, far removed from the residence of any 
Excise officer, they are enabled to carry on, and do carry on, extensive operations, and with 
the produce (which they *annot find a market for at their own door, from the illicit distiller,) 
the residue is sent to Dublin in the open day, without any permit, certificate, or Excise check, 
there to meet in competition with the article manufactured by your memorialists, on which 
a duty of IOj. 4rf. per barrel has been paid or secured. That in proof hereof your memorial- 
ists need only refer your Lordships to the average prices of malting barley in the Dublin 
price current for the past year, and on your Lordships comparing which with me average price 
of malt in same, it will at once appear an actual loss of at least 5 j. per barrel against the 
fair trader, and thereby giving a bonus of just so much to the trader who pays neither licence 
or duty. ^ 

“ Your memorialists therefore .humbly pray your Lordships that, in order to save your 
memorialists, their establishments, and families, but above all this important branch of the 
Excise of Ireland, from inevitable ruin, your Lordships may cause such Act to be passed 
before the new season, as will restore to the licensed maltsters of Irelaad the protection of 
the permit, the payment of duty before removal, the system of gauge on dry stock, as well as 
such reduction on the malt duty as can be conceded with safety to the revenue. 



Leighlenbridge. 



' Carlow, 20fi'i April, 1834.” 



(Signed) “ Thomas Haughton and Co. 

John Alexander, Milford. 
Henry Watson, 

William Tracy, 

John M'Gee, 

* Michael Dowling, 

John M‘Wey, 

John Warren, 

Richard Paul, 

John P. Nolan, 

.John Coffey, Jun., 

Martin Mergau, 

Mick. Fitzsimon, 

Wm. Fitzsimmons, 

James Kain, 

James Smith, * 

William Dunne, ] 

Michael Kavanagh, > Graigne. 
John Haughton, ) 



The foregoing extracts shew a complete concurrence in opinion on the part of 
the officers of Excise and the principal maltsters of Ireland, -with respect to the 
cause of the illicit malting, namely, the repeal of what is called the old Irish malt 
law; and nearly all of. them either suggest or admit that the i*e-enactment of it 
would be a proper ;remedy .for the evil. 

As, at the stime. time, these examinations make it evident that this measure may 
be taken -withoutbeing-productive of any inconvenience, either to the Excise depart- 
ment or to the Ifish maltsters, it appears to us that all those circumstances 
belonging to the subject, which deserve consideration, are favourable to adopting 
the proposed plan of re-enacting the Irish malt law. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



10 



TENTH REPORT. 



[Malt. 



But if this is fit to be done, no time should be lost in order that a new law 
may be passed in the present session ; for, othertvise, the illicit malting would go 
on without interruption for nearly a whole year, in consequence of the time it 
would take to pass an Act in the next session, and give sufficient notice of its 
being brought into operation. 

We are aware that the revenue received in Ireland in the last year from the 
malt duty does not shew a great reduction in comparison with the revenue of 
former years, and we foresee that this circumstance may possibly be urged as 
an argument to disprove the necessity of any change in the law. 

But, in reply, it may be stated, that the evidence leaves no doubt of the fact, 
that illicit malting takes place to an immense extent in Ireland ; which shews that 
the proper conclusion to be come to is, that the revenue, instead of remaining 
nearly at the same amount at which it has been for the last few years, ought to 
have increased considerably. 

We refer to the evidence of Mr. Logie to shew that, in liis opinion, there is a 
loss of revenue of not less than one-fourth of the present amount. 

Although we have thought it right to recommend the re-enactment of the Irish 
malt law, we are aware that to parts of it many strong objections have.been made. 
Of these notice will be taken in our general Report on the hlalt Duty. 

HENRY PARNELL, 
HENRY KERENS, 
HENRY L. WICKHAM. 

Office of Excise Inquiry, 

5, Whitehall Place, 

21if Mxj, 1834. '■< 
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